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1. Homosexuality in Canada

The Canadian Context

* From Confederation (1867) to 1969:
- Homosexual act was against the law
— Punlshable by up to 14 years

— Homosexuality was considered a disease

R TR
(emotionally damaged, neurotic, perverted,
irresponsible)




The Canadian Context

* 1969 onwards:

— “..there's no place for the state in the bedrooms of the
nation. | think that what's done in private between adults
doesn't concern the Criminal Code...” (Pierre Trudeau,
Justice Minister)

— Homosexuality was legal among two consenting adults (21
years and older), and in private
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— 1973: American Psychiatric Association voted out the
classification of homosexuality as a disorder
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Prohibiting Discrimination 27 [F{sjif)

1977 Quebec became the first province in Canada to include “sexual orientation”
in its human rights legislation * il

1978 Federal government amended Canada’s Immigration Act, removing a ban on
homosexuals as immigrants #25J

1992 Federal government lifted its ban on homosexuals in the military, allowing
gays and lesbians to serve openly and live with their partners on military

bases Hil5

1999 Supreme Court of Canada ruled that gay and lesbian couples should enjoy
the same rights and benefits as common-law couples with regard to
pensions, income taxes, and other such matters. The federal government
recognized such rights in 2000 jF{i PE = Iﬁ

2004 Federal government extended protection against hate propaganda to gays
and lesbians, making it an offence to spread hatred against others based on
their sexual orientation |'4UI\EL§'%




Same-Sex Marriage [ﬁj‘[‘iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ*

2003 Ontario Court of Appeal in Halpern v. Canada rules that the
exclusion of same-sex couples from the definition of marriage
violated the equality rights under the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms 3&t "~ AF|[F{IF T I%‘(ﬁ’l

Chrétien Liberal government announced it would not appeal the
Ontario Court of Appeal ruling. Instead, the Liberal government
would introduce new legislation to change the definition of
marriage to include same-sex couples

Sept 2003 | Conservative government introduced a motion in the House of
Commons to reaffirm the traditional definition of marriage as a
union between one man and one woman.

Defeated 137-132

Same-Sex Marriage [ﬁj‘[‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;’lﬁ*

Feb 2005 Liberal government Introduced Bill C-38, the Civil Marriage Act,
which extended the right of marriage to same-sex couples. A
vote on the proposed legislation took place on June 28, 2005,
and the Act was passed by a margin of 158 to 133.

July 2005 | Same-sex marriage legalized [f ‘[ﬁﬁﬁﬁf“‘lﬁ?f =

2007 Conservative government reintroduced a motion to restore the
traditional definition of marriage. Defeated 175-123.

Prime Minister Harper publicly stated that the vote was decisive
and that his government would not return to the issue.




Methodological Debates éﬁﬁé’]@

* Methodology determines the lens through which
we see, hear, and argue.

* The topic of homosexuality has been framed
from a:

— Social order viewpoint ﬁfffﬁa&?
— Moral/ Religious viewpoint i i
— Medical viewpoint 2%

— Human rights viewpoint *

— Political viewpoint F)“?F"[

Christians’ Methodology EUFI‘ FR

* THEREFORE, as Christians, we are concerned with
what God says I'| FL 7 Kb 1=

— What does the bible say about sexuality, both hetero
and homo-sexuality?

* For Christians, we must first and foremost rely on
Scripture — What does the bible say? 552 (1




2. Bible on Homosexuality
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Arguments on both sides
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Arguments on both sides

‘ Scripture Against For
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Arguments on both sides

Scripture

1 Corinthians 6:9-10
& 1 Timothy 1:10
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Brief Conclusion

Against For
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About Creation

* Genesis 1:26-31 & 2:18-25
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Not Just About Human Love
« — (B RL:

* God’s plan for human sexuality tells us a great
deal about God and about human love.
(The bible is not merely a book about human
love.)

* Itis easy to lose focus on God Himself when
putting too much attention to the topic at
hand.

Not Just About Human Love

+ Al
19:1 I A1 2 ST 5D
192 P e ] <1 9] =
T PR S I A
FJOF[J o

iy B 53 SEN E[
TR L

° g\} * ?' )
22: 37 TIT E' ‘J‘ [ NN X ]E,':/I Ty ii‘!‘ IEE .
I e F[f Gl g
22:38 15 ?& LAY 3 —

[ ZEFHELE ﬂﬂjj’& i H“J“i_%l S

el o




3. My Faith & Homosexuality
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* Live among them — & % 55
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« Know one another /[F=223
— Avoid homophobic biases T%}lﬂiﬁfyl
— Finding commonalities E‘l FH [ﬁ”%ir"[
— Pray for their struggles £ {14 A
— Showing compassion - Fﬁ%‘l%
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Compassion I%‘fg
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By showing compassion to the rejected
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* Let us be Witnesses, not Judges
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* Share your faith, your rebirth (2Cor 5:17), and
not just your position on homosexuality.

People Need the Lord * [’Fﬁ%T’E}lj;

* If you have a friend, colleague, or acquaintance:
— Who is gay [fil[+7# H

 See their need for the Gospel, not their gayness.

— Who is gay and chooses to live promiscuously Ji4 fi

* See their need for the Gospel. Care about their promiscuous
lifestyle, and not only their gayness.

— Who is gay and in a committed relationship f%*f%

* See their need for the Gospel. Their relationship is between
themselves and the God whom they will come to know.
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Like the rest of God’s creation, the sexual differences between man
and woman are pronounced “very good” (Genesis 1:31).

Heterosexual marriage is rooted in the order of creation. Therefore,
marriage cannot be redefined at the caprice of public opinion and
must not be allowed to shift with the changing tide of cultural
mores or social practice.

All sexual relationships outside of marriage are condemned by Holy
Scripture (Matthew 5:27-29, Gal 5:19).

Homosexual conduct gives evidence of the universal human
rejection of God’s supreme glory and, like all forms of sexual
behavior that violate God’s original design, it is sin (Romans 1:25-
27).
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Nick’s coming out story

My Coming Out Story

. nickiyTHis | @) Suvscribe || 33videos
Born to Chinese parents

From a Christian family

Believes in God
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e What if | am a homosexual?
— Orientation vs. Behaviour

* Debate among Christians who are gay

— God blesses committed, same-sex relationships.
— Gay Christians called to life-long celibacy.

i

* “We do not always understand these prohibitions (e.g.
homosexuality)...But it is love, not understanding, which
God most desires from us. To place our hopes in Him even
when we do not understand His ways is a mark of great
faith, and even greater love.”

* “Itis love that inspires me to be celibate: the love of God
which gives me the desire to obey His commandments.”
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