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Zion Alliance Church Sunday School

Baptismal Class 2005

Chapter 6: C&MA & Zion

I. Brief History of the C&MA

! 1843 Dr. Albert Benjamin Simpson born to James and Jane Clark Simpson at

Bayview, Prince Edward Island.

! 1847 The James Simpson family moves to Chatham,

Ontario.

! 1858 Albert Simpson believes in Jesus as his Savior

and is convinced he must preach the gospel.

! 1865 Dr. Simpson pastors Knox Presbyterian

Church, Hamilton, Ontario. During his tenure 750

people became members of the church (1865-73).

! 1874 Dr. Simpson pastors Chestnut Street

Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Kentucky (1874-79). Dr. Simpson gives control

of his life completely to God.

! 1875 The Whittle/Bliss citywide evangelistic campaign in Louisville radically

alters Simpson’s view of the Christian ministry. Evangelism is now his priority.

Dr. Simpson continues Sunday evening services in public halls (1875-76).

! 1881 Dr. Simpson is miraculously healed of a heart disorder during a vacation

at Old Orchard Beach, Maine. A few months later he is baptized by immersion

in a Baptist chapel in New York City. Then in November he resigns his

pastorate to begin independent evangelistic ministries in NYC. The following

year Dr. Simpson conducts evangelistic meetings in several public halls. The

A.B. & Margaret Simpson during the

Hamilton ministry
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first issue of The Word, Work and World, forerunner of Alliance Life, appears.

The Gospel Tabernacle Church in NYC is organized and grows to 1,000

members within a few years. Dr. Simpson starts Friday afternoon meetings for

consecration and healing.

! 1883 Dr. Simpson organized The Missionary Union for the Evangelization of

the World. The Midnight Mission on 27th Street is opened by women from the

Tabernacle. It is the first of several rescue missions. The first Healing Home is

opened at the Simpson’s residence. It is the forerunner of the Berachah Homes.

The first classes of the Missionary Training College are held at 446 Eighth

Avenue, NYC. Zaire C&MA mission field opens.

! 1884 Simpson conducts the first fall convention for deeper Christian living and

evangelism. Visitors come from several states.

! 1885 Dr. Simpson speaks at the Bethshan Conference for Holiness and Healing

in London, England, where he delivers the sermon “Himself.”

! 1886 The first Simpson convention at Old Orchard Beach, Maine, is conducted.

The assembly calls for an alliance for the promotion of missionary work.

! 1887 The assembly of Old Orchard votes to form two societies, The Christian

Alliance and The Evangelical Missionary Alliance. The Board of Directors of the

Missionary Alliance appoints its first missionary candidates, the William

Cassidys, to go to China, and Helen Dawley to India.

! 1897 The two Alliance organizations amalgamate to form The Christian and

Missionary Alliance.

! 1900 Nineteen Alliance Swedish missionaries and 13 children are murdered in

China during the Boxer Rebellion.
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1906 The Pentecostal movement enters many Alliance branches and

conventions. A revival movement strengthens the Alliance, but some Alliance

members and leaders go over to the Pentecostal movement (1906-11).

! Missionary fields began to open in many nations.

! 1970 Canadian Theological College (Canadian Bible College) is established.

! 1977 The number of missionaries has increased to 890, and overseas

churches to 4,453. Missionary contributions reach $12,331,273.

! 1981 The Christian and Missionary Alliance of Canada becomes autonomous.

Dr. Melvin Sylvester is elected president.

! 2003 the C&MA supports more than 1,100 missionaries in 66 countries. In the

United States the C&MA has churches in every state. Services are conducted

each Sunday in 19 languages. Affiliated institutions include four colleges, a

seminary, a publishing house, four retirement centers.
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II. Our Statement of Faith

1. There is one God, who is infinitely perfect, existing eternally in three persons:

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

2. Jesus Christ is true God and true man. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and

born of the Virgin Mary. He died upon the cross, the Just for the unjust, as a

substitutionary sacrifice, and all who believe in Him are justified on the ground

of His shed blood. He arose from the dead according to the Scriptures. He is now

at the right hand of the Majesty on high as our great High Priest. He will come

again to establish His kingdom of righteousness and peace.

3. The Holy Spirit is a divine Person, sent to indwell, guide, teach and empower

the believer, and to convince the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment.

4. The Old and New Testaments, inerrant as originally given, were verbally

inspired by God and are a complete revelation of His will for the salvation of

people. They constitute the divine and only rule of Christian faith and practice.

5. Humankind, originally created in the image and likeness of God, fell through

disobedience, incurring thereby both physical and spiritual death. All people are

born with a sinful nature, are separated from the life of God, and can be saved

only through the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The destiny of the

impenitent and unbelieving is existence forever in conscious torment, but that of

the believer is everlasting joy and bliss.

6. Salvation has been provided only through Jesus Christ. Those who repent and

believe in Him are united with Christ through the Holy Spirit and are thereby

regenerated (born again), justified, sanctified and granted the gift of eternal life

as adopted children of God.

7. It is the will of God that in union with Christ each believer should be sanctified

thoroughly thereby being separated from sin and the world and fully dedicated

to God, receiving power for holy living and sacrificial and effective service toward

the completion of Christ's commission.

This is accomplished through being filled with the Holy Spirit which is both a

distinct event and progressive experience in the life of the believer.
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8. Provision is made in the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ for the

healing of the mortal body. Prayer for the sick and anointing with oil as taught in

the Scriptures are privileges for the Church in this present age.

9. The universal Church, of which Christ is the Head, consists of all those who

believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, are redeemed through His blood, regenerated

by the Holy Spirit, and commissioned by Christ to go into all the world as a

witness, preaching the Gospel to all nations.

The local church, the visible expression of the universal Church, is a body of

believers in Christ who are joined together to worship God, to observe the

ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, to pray, to be edified through the

Word of God, to fellowship, and to testify in word and deed to the good news of

salvation both locally and globally. The local church enters into relationships

with other like-minded churches for accountability, encouragement and mission.

10. There shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust; for the

former, a resurrection unto life; for the latter, a resurrection unto judgment.

11. The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is imminent and will be personal

and visible. As the believer’s blessed hope, this vital truth is an incentive for holy

living and sacrificial service toward the completion of Christ's commission.
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III.  Symbols of The Christian and Missionary Alliance

  The cross, pitcher, laver and crown are the four symbols

that join to illustrate the central theme in The Christian and

Missionary Alliance, that is: Jesus Christ is our Savior, Sanctifier,

Healer and Coming King. The globe represents our mission in the

world.

The CROSS: Christ Our Savior

 Symbolize the death of Christ completed the Salvation

The LAVER: Christ Our Sanctifier

 Symbolize the grace of sanctification from God, and daily cleansing

of our sins.

 The PITCHER: Christ Our Healer

Symbolize Holy Spirit and the healing

The CROWN: Christ Our Coming King

Symbolize the return of our Lord, and the reward to His disciples who

share His glory.
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II. Who Jesus is - Alliance Values and Distinctives

Jesus Christ—The person and work of Jesus Christ is summed up in a name

given to Him before birth: “Immanuel which means “God with us” (Matthew 1:23).

As God, He has “life in himself,” with neither beginning nor ending, eternally the

same, with all power and authority over heaven and earth (Matthew 28:18).

Revealed to us as God’s Son, He is eternally everything the Father is, without

exception or limitation.

     It is written of Him: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with

God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning” (John 1:1). As

“God with us,” He became the full revelation of God expressed fully in human

form, while losing none of His characteristics as God. In the words of Scripture:

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his

glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace

and truth” (John1:14).

     While there are many ways to describe how Immanuel relates to people of all

generations, Dr. Albert B. Simpson, founder of the C&MA, summarized “God

with us” as Christ, our Savior, Sanctifier, Healer, and Coming King.

Savior—Jesus said of Himself: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one

comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). This testimony concerning

Himself was verified by the miracles He did, the absolutely impeccable life He

lived, and by the historically accurate record of His resurrection. His challenge:

“Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least

believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves” (John 14:11).

     He is not just one way, but the only way to know God and eternal life. Once

doubting, His disciples became totally committed to this: “Salvation is found in

no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we

must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

     This biblical absolute is one of the driving forces of Alliance missions

worldwide. He does not simply possess some truth, He is total truth personified:

“The Word became flesh” (John 1:1). All teachings, philo-sophies, assertions of

human source must be measured by who He is and what He says in Scripture,

thereby being found true or false. He is the Lord of life and therefore can give

life eternal to all who believe in Him: “For God so loved the world that he gave

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have

eternal life” (John 3:16). This offer is open to anyone regardless of age, sex,
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nationality or background willing to receive Him.

Sanctifier—Sanctification is a one-two step. It means being separated

from that which is contrary to God’s holy will, and separated to that which

pleases Him. This quality of spiritual life is provided for as fully in salvation by

Christ as is the forgiveness of sins: “For them I sanctify myself, that they too

may be truly sanctified,” was Christ’s prayer to the Father before going to the

cross (John 17:19).

     Sanctification is both a crisis and a process. While it may be part of the initial

experience of salvation, the sanctified life usually begins when the believer,

struggling to meet God’s expectations, realizes there is no way he can do so in

his own strength: “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this

body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord”! (Romans 7:24).

     Sanctification becomes a quality of life through a two-way relation-ship: the

believer in Christ, and Christ in the believer: “It is because of [God] that you are

in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God that is, our

righteousness, holiness and redemption” (I Corinthians 1:30). This progress

toward spiritual maturity is accomplished by the Holy Spirit, who is given by the

Father so that Christ will be glorified in the believer: “When he, the Spirit of truth,

comes, he will guide you into all truth. . . . He will bring glory to me by taking

from what is mine and making it known to you” (John 16: 13,14). This quality of

being opens the way for God to equip the believer with power to serve Him

effectively, turning others to Jesus Christ.

Healer—Salvation in Christ impacts every part of the person, including physical

health and bodily well-being. Disease is a result of sin and therefore must be

dealt with in the sacrifice of Christ to free the believer from sin and all its

consequences: "He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his

wounds we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5).

Christ as our Healer personifies one of the “I am’s” characterizing God in the Old

Testament:“I am the Lord who heals you ”(Exodus 15:26). This aspect of His

ministry was exercised repeatedly during His life on earth, when “. . . all who

touched him were healed”(Matthew 14:36).

     The power to heal in His name was passed on to His followers. The first

recorded miracle after Pentecost was the healing of a paralytic by Peter, when he

said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk” (Acts 3:6). Christ continues
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to heal the sick because He is the same “. . . yesterday, today and forever”

(Hebrews 13:8).

     But divine healing is a blessing not to be taken for granted or automatically

assumed. While His healing is available to all, His Divine will and purpose may

not include healing in particular cirmustances. Like all other aspects of God’s

perfect salvation, it is a mystery wrapped in the loving ways of a wise and good

God, who does not always give when asked, because His ways are as high above

ours as the heavens are higher than the earth.

Coming King—Christ is coming again. It is an irrefutable fact supported

repeatedly in the Bible. His life on earth concluded with an event His disciples

witnessed: “He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from

their sight” (Acts 1:9). It was neither the end nor the beginning of the end of His

relation to earth. As the disciples stared at the sky, “suddenly two men dressed

in white stood beside them. ’Men of Galilee,’ they said, ’why do you stand here

looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven,

will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:10-

11).

     Christ is now seated at the right hand of the Father, waiting for that moment

in time when He will come again. When will that happen? No one knows the day

or hour, but

one indication is: “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole

world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew

24:14).
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Chapter 7 : Holy Communion

I Introduction:

The feelings that you have when you participate in the Holy Communion?

________________________________________________________

What do you think the significance of Holy Communion?

________________________________________________________

II Holy Communion Establishment

Read 1Cor. 11:23-26, try to describe…

o Origination : __________________________________________

o Process : __________________________________________

o Purpose : __________________________________________

o Others : __________________________________________

III Meanings of Holy Communion

A. Symbol

o Bread (1Cor. 11:24) symbolize ___________________________

o Cup (1Cor. 11:25) symbolize _____________________________

B. Purpose (1) (            )

o For the reason of… _____________________________

C. Purpose (2) (            )

o to proclaim __________________until __________________
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D. 1Cor.10:16,17 mentions the holy communion, the key point that it

emphasizes is __________________

E.. What correlation does Mathew 26:29 point out between the Holy

Communion and our hope?

_______________________________________________________

IV Participation in Holy Communion

A Who do you think should be participated in Holy Communion?

o Anyone can participate because

____________________________________

o Who has accepted Jesus as his personal savior because

____________________________________

o Who has been baptized because

____________________________________

o Who practices tithe and has good testimony because

____________________________________

o Who repented and reconciled with God because

____________________________________

B There is often a period of quiet time before Holy Communion has begun,

how may this period of time help us to prepare oneself?

_______________________________________________________

C According to those bible verses that you have read, what is the manner of

receiving the Holy Communion?

o 1Cor. 11:28 ____________________________________

o 1Cor 11:29 ____________________________________
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o 1Cor 11:24-25 ____________________________________

o 1Cor 10:16-17 ____________________________________

o Mathew 26:29 ____________________________________

V Do you have any questions on the topic of Holy Communion?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
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