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If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my 
body, I could boast about it; but if I didn�’t love others, 
I would be of no value whatsoever. (New Living Translation)
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Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God�’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God�—this 
is your spiritual act of worship. (NIV)
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Formally Equivalent Dynamically Equivalent Paraphrase 
Literal Elegant Dynamic 
NASB, (NIV) NIV, KJV, NRSV, GNB/TEV JBPhillips, LB 
Word-for-word Thought-for-thought Free equivalents 

Additional words / phrases 
Close to original grammar/syntax  Preserve on readers today the original 

reader-effect 
Additional modern freshness and 
impact 

Accurate / exact translation Reasonable balance Easy and lively reading 
Wooden, less understandable Reasonable balance Depart from original meaning 
Matt 5:4  (NASB) 
Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted. 

(TEV) 
Happy are those who mourn; 
God will comfort them! 

 

Rom 16:4  (NASB) 
who .. risked their own necks  

(NIV) 
They risked their lives 

 

Acts 4:36 (NASB) 
And Joseph, .. who was also called 
Barnabas by the apostles (which 
translated means, Son of 
Encouragement) 

(NIV) 
Joseph .. whom the apostles called 
Barnabas (which means Son of 
Encouragement) 

(LB) 
For instance, there was Joseph (the 
one the apostles nicknamed �“Barny 
the Preacher�”! 

Psalm 119:105 (NASB) 
Thy word is a lamp to my feet, 
And a light to my path. 

 (LB) 
Your words are a flashlight to light 
the path ahead of me. 
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Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received and on which you have taken your 
stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the 
word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.

(1 Cor 15:1-2, NIV)

Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached 
to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by 
which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I 
preached to you, unless you believed in vain. (NASB)
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Chinese Translations

14

English Translations

NIV
1 literal translation from 

NASB New American Standard 
RSV Revised Standard 

NRSV New Revised Standard

1 from 
GNB Good News Bible, formerly Today�’s English Version 
NAB New American Bible

NJB New Jerusalem Bible 
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Bible Commentary

For difficult passages

Use at the end of preparation for 
verification

Be careful of the position of the authors
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Bible Commentary
New Bible Commentary (IVP)
The Expositor�’s Bible Commentary 
(Zondervan)
Individual books: Gordon 
Fee.
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http://www.biblegateway.com
http://bible.crosswalk.com
http://world.altavista.com/
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Is this the only way?

Subjective vs. objective learning
Methods for different types of books
Methods for different types of people
The Bible is for us to experience
The Holy Spirit is the ultimate teacher  
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A.  
a.    NIV Study Bible (Zondervan) 

c.     
d.  
e. NIV, NASB, NKJV, The Message, NLT 
 

B.  
a.      The New Bible Commentary: Revised (IVP) 
b. Expositor�’s Bible Commentary (Zondervan) 

 
C.  

a.     New Bible Dictionary (IVP) 
b.     Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology (Baker) 
c.     New Dictionary of Theology (IVP) 
 

D.  
a.   The New Testament Survey (M C Tenney) 
b.     What the Bible is all about (Gospel Light) 
c.    
d.   

f.  
 

E.  
a. How to Read the Bible for All its Worth. (Gordon Fee, Zondervan, 1993) 

c.     
d.    
a.     
b.     
c.     
d.     
 

F.  
a.   
http://www.wwbible.org/ver2/Onlinebible/ 
http://www3u.homeip.net/bible/ 
http://www.biblegateway.com/ 

 
b.  
c. http://bible.crosswalk.com/ 
d. http://www.cef.org.tw/resource/Bible/main.html 
e. http://www.christianstudy.com/ 
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Scripture: 4:1-11 
 

1. : 
Background of the passage: 

  

 
 
 

Outline: 4:1-2, Background and Settings 
 4:3-4, First Temptation 
 4:5-6, Second Temptation 
 4:7-10, Third Temptation 
 4:11, Ending 

 
A) 4:1-11 Background and Settings 

2.  
take note: the trade off, Jesus�’ response 
 

3.  ( ) 
Q1: Where is Jesus? What is he doing? 
Q2: What is Jesus�’ emotional/physical condition? 
Q3: What kinds of people are mentioned?  
Q4: What are the temptations? 

 
B) 4:3-4 First Temptation  

3.  
 

4.  ( ) 
Q1: what is the devil trying to do in the first temptation? 
Q2: How did Jesus response? 
 

5.  ( ) 
Q1: 

 
 6.    �—  ( ) 

  Q1:  
  Q2:  
 
C) 4:5-6 Second Temptation 

6.  
 

7.  ( ) 
Q1: what is the devil trying to do in the second temptation? 
Q2: How did Jesus response? 
 

8.  ( ) 
9. �—  ( ) 

Q1: How does it conflict with his 
identity  

 
D) 4:7-10 Third Temptation 

10.  
 

11.  ( ) 
Q1: what is the devil trying to do in the third temptation? 
Q2: How did Jesus response? 
 

12.  ( ) 
13. �—  ( ) 

Q1: why did Jesus resist to worship Satan? How does it conflict 
with his identity/ mission? 
 

C) 4:11 Ending 
 

3.  ( ) 
Q1:After the failure of the devil, what had he done? 
  

4.  ( ) 
 

5. �—  ( ) 
Q3: What do you think about the attendance of the angel? 
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4:1-11, whole passage 

6.  
Q1: Can someone summarize the whole passage? 
Q2: How do you overcome temptation?  What�’s Jesus secret in 
all these? 
Q3: Anything thing that particularly impresses you? 
 

7.  

 
Scripture: 4:1-11 
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